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Publishing: Trade Withthe Russians: 


By EDWIN McDOWELL 

O NLY a handful of American 
I publishers will be at the 
Moscow International Book 
Fair from Sept. 6 to 12. 
Many have chosen to boycott the fair 
as a way of expressing opposition to 
Soviet persecution of writers and art- 
ists, but there is actually little reason 
for trade-book publishers — that is, 
publishers of books sold to the public 
through bookstores — to attend** ^ < 

“The Russians are not much hxteivi 


script “They pay so many rubles per 
signature, a signature being 16 
pages,” said Leo Albert, chairman of 
Prentice-Hall's international divi- 
sion. He fedded that Prentice-Hall sus- 
pects that the Russians "may have 
had additional press Tuns on one or 
* twoofour titles without telling us." 

book arid the rest on puMraUai^ut 
“Tb^r^nt somlrfthe old das- >< £2biish«* 


ei mw lt ^*Hoh^ lWilQr&Sons * American publishers “have long ; 

»,n?^ er P ubUshe y Pay royalties wondered why the Russians finally ! 
afn e TiS l i^«i IUm ^ 01 books the Y joined the copyright convention, aftar ! 

T contrast ’ ba3e , refusing to do so for years. According 
their payments cm the size of their 1 to Martin P. Levin, president of ihe 
theloigthof themanu- [limes Mirror Book Publishing ■ 


royalties cm.” - 

What the Russians are interested in 
buying is rights to scientific andtech-^ 
nological books, books on engineer-^ 
ing, computers, agriculture and 
medicine. And since they joined the A 
Universal Copyright Convention in 
1973, .the Russians have generally 
made good on their promised pay- 
'ments to American authors and pub- 
lishers. r 

. "Prior to joining the convention, 
American authors could go to Russia 
and buy vodka and maybe a sable,” 
Mr. Orr said. “Now they are paid inA- 
merican dollars.” ' 

Completely Different System ^ * 
Some American publishers think 
the Russians agree to pay too little, 
but others chalk it up to the cost of 
doing business with the Soviet Union. 
“It’s a completely different system 
from the rest of the world, but either 
you accept that as being their system 
or you don't do business with them,” 
said Lauren Fransen, manager of for- 


Group, who consulted State Depart-* 
merit files and documents relea^ecf 
through the Freedom of Information^ 
Act, they did so in order to obtain4h > 
important quid pro t quo from the" 
United States Government — special* 
tax concessions, which enabled the? ' 
Russians to avoid withholding pnwt-* 
sioos of American tax law on pay-^ 
i meats due to the Soviet Government* 
hfthe United States. r v\ ^ ^ ^ 

" Mr. Levin also said that Aleksaafcv 
t. Solzhenitsyn may have been trying 

to escape the authority of VAAP when 
in December 1973, before the Soviet*, 
copyright agency assumed exclusive? 
Jurisdiction of all works of Soviet au£ 


V- — ““ Vi VUV1CI 

thors, he allowed the Y*M.‘C. A. Pr«* 
in Paris to publish in Russian "He* 
"Gulag Archipelago,"” which descrtt&l 
the Soviet prison system. * 

" The Rusrians expelled Mr? 

on f eb- . %1971 hit bfiSSl 

to_t^_ Uitited States iw» 



in Switzerland th» »n««i«r. 


' v^n«y or academic 

areas, paysll percent in advance and 
the rest onMhHcatldn. In any event, 

*11 dealingTilue^hrough the Soviet 
copyright ^getocypVAAP, whicfcde- 
ducts a TO jperoeift "agent’s commis- 
J sion on transactions. 

In traffie^naing' -the other ’’way; 

American publishers have issuedlim- 
'* had cpiantities of Soviet technical and 
scientific titles.'Wlleybas published 
14 Soviet books dace about 1976 and 
has some 50 others under option, pri- 

■ marily books on geology, physics and 
nuclearsciences. 4r Wt have to be able 
to sell a couple dr thousand copies to 
justify the translation,” Mrs, Frith- 
sen sajd. The books sell mostly to re- 

■ search s ci a rtists andlflaaries. 

Co-Publishing Operations 

Prentice-Hall has copublished two 
scientific books with Mir and is inter- 
ested in doing up to 10 others. Mir 
sends the completed manuscript in 
English to Prentice-Hall for review, 

Prentice-Hall edits the manuscript 
and returns it to Mir, and the Soviet 
company sets the type and publishes* 
the book. Then it ships finished 
copies, bearing a joint Mir-Prentit*.’ 

Hall imprint, back to the iiniAa* r“‘ «u sueauna 

States . Mr. Albert said that the bo|£ 

.1- led to better relAHrmaBmrmo ne ** 


create 

Social Fund.. That fund, to whk-hhy - 
asaarcti all me proceeds of “-nil 
U Gulag Archipelago.”, more than « 
nmmrn s o far, provides prisoners -of 
conscien ce in the Soviet Union witii / 

feod. Clottolg and money. Hnwww . - 

j° Soviet Union sentenced 

Vaierv Repi n, a tormw fundwSriS^ ! 
!o two year s in a labor camp ana ! 


mi « igwi t^m p 

.three vea re of internal exile after hT 
011 Leningrad teievisir^ 
.that the f und was run by the Central 
Intelligence Agency. His successor 
fund cust odian, Sergei Khodorovich, 
a weii-Knowp transla tor, who ju l pT 
g^ted that Mr. Renin ‘ had h^f 
broken u nder interrogation, also went 
to prison. ‘ * 

lot the technical and scientifia 


are 20 percent to 25 perrat cheaaSP 'S? w soviet umon beneficial. “It'S 
than they would be if printed herei^l led to better relations among us , ” Mr* 
A number of countries still do-dbT* 2f?" sa ^ t ^’ subst ®n* i al number of 
belong to the copyright canventi«i£ Sm^tu 1 hv l irt2fnff^ She<1, ^ 
but the major holdout is China, wHich < 

buys editions of American booted ' a< ^ now ledged that forjl 

English and publishes them without * ^vi*^ a ^to~ e .- prtXtUCts of their 
paying royalties. “They're in the pro* 3 
cess of developing a copyright law, at t 
which time they’ll decide whether to • 
join the copyright convention,” said ! 

Waldo Moore, associate register of 1 
copyright for the United States Copy- 1 
right Office. , - „ - . ~Z ' , 
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